
[UNIT-III]                                                                                 
Human migration is the movement of people from one place to 
another,[1] with intentions of settling, permanently or temporarily, at a new location 
(geographic region). The movement often occurs over long distances and from 
one country to another (external migration), but internal migration (within a single 
country) is the dominant form of human migration globally.[2] 

Migration is often associated with better human capital at both individual and household 
level, and with better access to migration networks, facilitating a possible second 
move.[3] It has a high potential to improve human development, and some studies 
confirm that migration is the most direct route out of poverty.[4] Age is also important for 
both work and non-work migration.[5] People may migrate as individuals, in family 
units or in large groups.[6] There are four major forms of 
migration: invasion, conquest, colonization and emigration/immigration.[7] 

People moving from their home due to forced displacement (such as a natural disaster 
or civil disturbance) may be described as displaced persons or, if remaining in the home 
country, internally-displaced persons. People who flee to a different country due to 
political, religious, or other types of persecution in their home country can formally 
request shelter in the host country. These people are commonly referred to as asylum 
seekers. If the application is approved, their legal classification changes to that 
of refugees.[8] 

Definition 

Migrants[clarification needed] on a truck 
between Niamey and Kouré in Niger (2007) 

Depending on the goal and reason for relocation, migrants can be divided into three 
categories: migrants, refugees, and asylum seekers. Each category is defined broadly 
as the combination of circumstances that motivate a person to change their location. As 
such, migrants are traditionally described as persons who change the country of 
residence for general reasons. These purposes may include better job opportunities or 
healthcare needs. This term is the most widely understood, as anyone changing their 
geographical location permanently is a migrant.[9] 

In contrast, refugees are defined and described as persons who do not willingly 
relocate. The reasons for the refugees' migration usually involve war actions within the 
country or other forms of oppression, coming either from the government or non-



governmental sources. Refugees
unwillingly relocate as fast as possible; hence, such migrants will likely relocate 
undocumented.[9] 

Asylum seekers are associated with persons who also leave their country unwillingly, 
yet, who also do not do so under oppressing circumstances such as war or death 
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governmental sources. Refugees are usually associated with people who must 
unwillingly relocate as fast as possible; hence, such migrants will likely relocate 

are associated with persons who also leave their country unwillingly, 
yet, who also do not do so under oppressing circumstances such as war or death 
threats. The motivation to leave the country for asylum seekers might involve an 
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relocate predominantly to escape the degradation of the quality of their lives
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The number of migrants in the world, 1960–
2015[12] 

There exist many statistical estimates of worldwide migration patterns. The World 
Bank has published three editions of its Migration and Remittances Factbook, beginning 
in 2008, with a second edition appearing in 2011 and a third in 2016. [13] The International 
Organisation for Migration (IOM) has published ten editions of the World Migration 
Report since 1999.[14][15] The United Nations Statistics Division also keeps a database on 
worldwide migration.[16] Recent advances in research on migration via the Internet 
promise better understanding of migration patterns and migration motives.[17][18] 

Structurally, there is substantial South–South and North–North migration; in 2013, 38% 
of all migrants had migrated from developing countries to other developing countries, 
while 23% had migrated from high-income OECD countries to other high-income 
countries.[19] The United Nations Population Fund says that "while the North has 
experienced a higher absolute increase in the migrant stock since 2000 (32 million) 
compared to the South (25 million), the South recorded a higher growth rate. Between 
2000 and 2013, the average annual rate of change of the migrant population in 
developing regions (2.3%) slightly exceeded that of the developed regions (2.1%)." [20] 

Substantial internal migration can also take place within a country, either seasonal 
human migration (mainly related to agriculture and tourism to urban places), or shifts of 
the population into cities (urbanisation) or out of cities (suburbanisation). However, 
studies of worldwide migration patterns tend to limit their scope to international 
migration. 

International migrants, 1970–2015[21] 

Year Number of migrants 
Migrants as a % 

of the world's population 

1970 84,460,125 2.3% 

1975 90,368,010 2.2% 

1980 101,983,149 2.3% 



1985 113,206,691 2.3% 

1990 152,563,212 2.9% 

1995 160,801,752 2.8% 

2000 172,703,309 2.8% 

2005 191,269,100 2.9% 

2010 221,714,243 3.2% 

2015 243,700,236 3.3% 

Almost half of these migrants are women, one of the most significant migrant-pattern 
changes in the last half-century.[20] Women migrate alone or with their family members 
and community. Even though female migration is largely viewed as an association 
rather than independent migration, emerging studies argue complex and manifold 
reasons for this.[22] 

As of 2019, the top ten immigration destinations were:[23] 

 United States 
 Germany 
 Saudi Arabia 
 Russian Federation 
 United Kingdom 
 United Arab Emirates 
 France 
 Canada 
 Australia 
 Italy 

In the same year, the top countries of origin were:[23] 

 India 
 Mexico 
 China 
 Russian Federation 
 Syrian Arab Republic 
 Bangladesh 
 Pakistan 
 Philippines 
 Afghanistan 
 Indonesia 

Besides these rankings, according to absolute numbers of migrants, the Migration and 
Remittances Factbook also gives statistics for top immigration destination countries and 
top emigration origin countries according to percentage of the population; the countries 
that appear at the top of those rankings are entirely different from the ones in the above 
rankings and tend to be much smaller countries.[24]: 2, 4  
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multiple Chinatowns in Queens),
urban enclaves, as large-scale Chinese immigration continues into New York,
largest metropolitan Chinese population outside Asia,
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893,697 uniracial individuals as of 2017.

As of 2013, the top 15 migration corridors (accounting for at least two millio
each) were:[24]: 5  

1. Mexico–United States 
2. Russian Federation–Ukraine
3. Bangladesh–India 
4. Ukraine–Russian Federation
5. Kazakhstan–Russian Federation
6. China–United States 

Economic impacts
World economy 
Dorothea Lange, Drought refugees from
1936 

The impacts of human migration on the
2015, migrants, who constituted 3.3% of the
global GDP.[31][32] 

At a microeconomic level, the value of a human mobility is largely recognized by firms. 
A 2021 survey by the Boston Consulting Group found that 72% of 850+ executives 
across several countries and industries believed that migration benefited their countries, 
and 45% considered globally diverse employees a strategic advantage.
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Remittances (funds transferred by migrant workers to their home country) form a 
substantial part of the economy of some countries. The top ten remittance recipients in 
2018. 

Rank Country Remittance (in billions of US dollars)

1  India 80

2  China 67

3  Philippines 34

4  Mexico 34

5  France 25

6  Nigeria 22

7  Egypt 20

8  Pakistan 20

9  Bangladesh 18

10  Vietnam 14

In addition to economic impacts, migrants also make substantial contributions in 
sociocultural and civic-political life. Sociocultural contributions occur in the following 
areas of societies: food/cuisine, sport, music, art/culture, ideas and beliefs; civi
contributions relate to participation in civic duties in the context of accepted authority of 
the State.[36] It is in recognition of the importance of these remitta
Nations Sustainable Development Goal 10
transaction costs of migrants remittances to

Voluntary and forced migration
Migration is usually divided into
between involuntary (fleeing political conflict or natural disaster) and
migration (economic or labour migration
the motivators for migration are often correlated. The
2010, 16.3 million or 7.6% of migrants qualified as refugees.
19.5 million by 2014 (comprising approximately 7.9% of the total number of migrants, 
based on the figure recorded in 2013).

(funds transferred by migrant workers to their home country) form a 
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Remittance (in billions of US dollars) Percent of GDP
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In addition to economic impacts, migrants also make substantial contributions in 
political life. Sociocultural contributions occur in the following 

areas of societies: food/cuisine, sport, music, art/culture, ideas and beliefs; civi
contributions relate to participation in civic duties in the context of accepted authority of 

It is in recognition of the importance of these remittances that the United 
Sustainable Development Goal 10 targets to substantially reduce the 

transaction costs of migrants remittances to less than 3% by 2030.[37] 

Voluntary and forced migration 
Migration is usually divided into voluntary migration and forced migration. The distinction 

(fleeing political conflict or natural disaster) and voluntary 
labour migration) is difficult to make and partially subjective, as 

otivators for migration are often correlated. The World Bank estimated that, as of 
2010, 16.3 million or 7.6% of migrants qualified as refugees.[38] This number grew to 
19.5 million by 2014 (comprising approximately 7.9% of the total number of migrants, 
based on the figure recorded in 2013).[39] At levels of roughly 3 percent the share of 
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migrants among the world population has remained remarkably constant over the last 5 
decades.[40] 

Voluntary migration 
: Free State Project 

Voluntary migration is based on the initiative and the free will of the person and is 
influenced by a combination of factors: economic, political and social: either in the 
migrants' country of origin (determinant factors or "push factors") or in the country of 
destination (attraction factors or "pull factors"). "Push-pull factors" are the reasons that 
push or attract people to a particular place. "Push" factors are the negative aspects(for 
example wars) of the country of origin, often decisive in people's choice to emigrate. 
The "pull" factors are the positive aspects of a different country that encourages people 
to emigrate to seek a better life. For example, the government of Armenia periodically 
gives incentives to people who will migrate to live in villages close to the border with 
Azerbaijan. This is an implementation of a push strategy, and the reason people do not 
want to live near the border is security concerns given tensions and hostility because of 
Azerbaijan.[41] 

Although the push-pull factors are opposed, both are sides of the same coin, being 
equally important. Although specific to forced migration, any other harmful factor can be 
considered a "push factor" or determinant/trigger factor, such examples being: poor 
quality of life, lack of jobs, excessive pollution, hunger, drought or natural disasters. 
Such conditions represent decisive reasons for voluntary migration, the population 
preferring to migrate in order to prevent financially unfavorable situations or even 
emotional and physical suffering.[42] 

Forced migration 

There are contested definitions of forced migration. However, the editors of a leading 
scientific journal on the subject, the Forced Migration Review, offer the following 
definition: Forced migration refers to the movements of refugees and internally 
displaced people (displaced by conflict) as well as people displaced by natural or 
environmental disasters, chemical or nuclear disasters, famine, or development 
projects.[43] These different causes of migration leave people with one choice, to move to 
a new environment. Immigrants leave their beloved homes to seek a life in camps, 
spontaneous settlement, and countries of asylum.[44] 

By the end of 2018, there were an estimated 67.2 million forced migrants globally – 25.9 
million refugees displaced from their countries, and 41.3 million internally displaced 
persons that had been displaced within their countries for different reasons. [15] In 2022, 6 
million Ukrainian people fled their country; meanwhile, 3 million Syrian people fled in 3 
years. 

Transit migration 
Transit migration is a highly debated term with no official definition. The common 
understanding is that it describes immigrants who are in the process of moving to an 



end goal country. The term was first coined by the UN in 1990 to describe immigrants 
who were traveling through countries surrounding Europe to end up in a European 
Union state.[45] Another example of transit migrants is Central Americans who travel 
through Mexico in order to live in the United States.[46] 

The term "transit migration" has generated a lot of debate among migration scholars 
and immigration institutions. Some criticize it as a Eurocentric term that was coined to 
place responsibility of migrants on states outside the European Union; and also to 
pressure those states to prevent migration onward to the European Union.[45] Scholars 
note that EU countries also have identical migrant flows and therefore it is not clear 
(illogical or biased) why it is only migrants in non-EU countries that are labeled as transit 
migrants.[47] It is also argued that the term "transit" glosses over the complexity and 
difficulty of migrant journeys: migrants face many types of violence while in transit; 
migrants often have no set end destination and must adjust their plan as they move 
(migrant journeys can take years and go through several stages). 

Overview 

Numerous causes impel migrants to move to another country. For 
instance, globalization has increased the demand for workers in order to sustain 
national economies. Thus one category of economic migrants – generally from 
impoverished developing countries – migrates to obtain sufficient income for 
survival. Such migrants often send some of their income homes to family members in 
the form of economic remittances, which have become an economic staple in a number 
of developing countries.[50] People may also move or are forced to move as a result of 
conflict, of human-rights violations, of violence, or to escape persecution. In 2014, the 
UN Refugee agency estimated that around 59.5 million people fell into this 
category.[48] Other reasons people may move include to gain access to opportunities and 
services or to escape extreme weather. This type of movement, usually from rural to 
urban areas, may be classed as internal migration.[48][ Sociology-cultural and ego-
historical factors also play a major role. In North Africa, for example, emigrating to 
Europe counts as a sign of social prestige. Moreover, many countries were 
former colonies. This means that many have relatives who live legally in the (former) 
colonial metro pole and who often provide important help for immigrants arriving in that 
metropole.[51] 

Relatives may help with job research and with accommodation.[52] The geographical 
proximity of Africa to Europe and the long historical ties between Northern and Southern 
Mediterranean countries also prompt many to migrate.[53] Whether a person decides to 
move to another country depends on the relative skill premier of the source and host 
countries. One is speaking of positive selection when the host country shows a higher 
skill premium than the source country. On the other hand, negative selection occurs 
when the source country displays a lower skill premium. The relative skill premia define 
migrants selectivity. Age heaping techniques display one method to measure the 
relative skill premium of a country.[54] A number of theories attempt to explain the 
international flow of capital and people from one country to another.[55] 



Research contributions 

Recent academic output on migration comprises mainly journal articles. The long-term 
trend shows a gradual increase in academic publishing on migration, which is likely to 
be related to the general expansion of academic literature production, and the increased 
prominence of migration research.[56] Migration and its research have further changed 
with the revolution in information and communication technologies.[57][58][59] 

Neoclassical economic theory 

This migration theory states that the main reason for labour migration is wage difference 
between two geographic locations. These wage differences are usually linked 
to geographic labour demand and supply. It can be said that areas with a shortage of 
labour but an excess of capital have a high relative wage while areas with a high labour 
supply and a dearth of capital have a low relative wage. Labour tends to flow from low-
wage areas to high-wage areas. Often, with this flow of labour comes changes in the 
sending and the receiving country. Neoclassical economic theory best describes 
transnational migration because it is not confined by international immigration laws and 
similar governmental regulations.[55] 

Dual labor market theory 

Dual labour market theory states that pull factors in more developed countries mainly 
cause migration. This theory assumes that the labour markets in these developed 
countries consist of two segments: the primary market, which requires high-skilled 
labour, and the secondary market, which is very labour-intensive, requiring low-skilled 
workers. This theory assumes that migration from less developed countries into more 
developed countries results from a pull created by a need for labour in the developed 
countries in their secondary market. Migrant workers are needed to fill the lowest rung 
of the labour market because the native labourers do not want to do these jobs as they 
present a lack of mobility. This creates a need for migrant workers. Furthermore, the 
initial dearth in available labour pushes wages up, making migration even more 
enticing.[55] 

New economics of labor migration 

This theory states that migration flows and patterns cannot be explained solely at the 
level of individual workers and their economic incentives but that wider social entities 
must also be considered. One such social entity is the household. Migration can be 
viewed as a result of risk aversion from a household that has insufficient income. In this 
case, the household needs extra capital that can be achieved through remittances sent 
back by family members who participate in migrant labour abroad. 
These remittances can also have a broader effect on the economy of the sending 
country as a whole as they bring in capital.[55] Recent research has examined a decline 
in US interstate migration from 1991 to 2011, theorising that the reduced interstate 
migration is due to a decline in the geographic specificity of occupations and an 
increase in workers' ability to learn about other locations before moving there, through 
both information technology and inexpensive travel.[60] Other researchers find that the 



location-specific nature of housing is more important than moving costs in determining 
labour reallocation.[61] 

Relative deprivation theory 

Relative deprivation theory states that awareness of the income difference between 
neighbours or other households in the migrant-sending community is essential in 
migration. The incentive to migrate is a lot higher in areas with a high level of economic 
inequality. In the short run, remittances may increase inequality, but in the long run, they 
may decrease it. There are two stages of migration for workers: first, they invest in 
human capital formation, and then they try to capitalise on their investments. In this 
way, successful migrants may use their new capital to provide better schooling for their 
children and better homes for their families. Successful high-skilled emigrants may 
serve as an example for neighbours and potential migrants who hope to achieve that 
level of success.[55] 

World systems theory 

World-systems theory looks at migration from a global perspective. It explains that 
interaction between different societies can be an important factor in social change. 
Trade with one country, which causes an economic decline in another, may create 
incentive to migrate to a country with a more vibrant economy. It can be argued that 
even after decolonisation, the economic dependence of former colonies remains on 
mother countries. However, this view of international trade is controversial, and some 
argue that free trade can reduce migration between developing and developed 
countries. It can be argued that the developed countries import labour-intensive goods, 
which causes an increase in the employment of unskilled workers in the less developed 
countries, decreasing the outflow of migrant workers. Exporting capital-intensive goods 
from rich countries to developing countries also equalises income and employment 
conditions, thus slowing migration. In either direction, this theory can be used to explain 
migration between countries that are geographically far apart.[55] 

Osmosis theory 

Based on the history of human migration[62] osmosis theory studies the evolution of its 
natural determinants. In this theory migration is divided into two main types: simple and 
complicated. The simple migration is divided, in its turn, into diffusion, stabilisation and 
concentration periods. During these periods, water availability, adequate climate, 
security and population density represent the natural determinants of human migration. 
The complicated migration is characterised by the speedy evolution and the emergence 
of new sub-determinants, notably earning, unemployment, networks, and migration 
policies. Osmosis theory[63] explains analogically human migration by the biophysical 
phenomenon of osmosis. In this respect, the countries are represented by animal cells, 
the borders by the semipermeable membranes and the humans by ions of water. 
According to the theory, according to the osmosis phenomenon, humans migrate from 
countries with less migration pressure to countries with high migration pressure. To 
measure the latter, the natural determinants of human migration replace the variables of 
the second principle of thermodynamics used to measure the osmotic pressure. 



Social-scientific theories 
Sociology 
: Sociology of immigration 

A number of social scientists have examined immigration from 
a sociological perspective, paying particular attention to how immigration affects and is 
affected by, matters of race and ethnicity, as well as social structure. They have 
produced three main sociological perspectives: 

 symbolic interactionism, which aims to understand migration via face-to-face 
interactions on a micro-level 

 social conflict theory, which examines migration through the prism of competition 
for power and resources 

 structural functionalism (based on the ideas of Émile Durkheim), which examines 
the role of migration in fulfilling certain functions within each society, such as the 
decrease of despair and aimlessness and the consolidation of social networks 

In the 21st century, as attention has shifted away from countries of destination, 
sociologists have attempted to understand how transnationalism allows us to 
understand the interplay between migrants, their countries of destination, and their 
countries of origins.[64] In this framework, work on social remittances by Peggy Levitt and 
others has led to a stronger conceptualisation of how migrants affect socio-political 
processes in their countries of origin.[65] Much work also takes place in the field 
of integration of migrants into destination-societies.[66] 

Political science 
[edit] 
Political scientists have put forth a number of theoretical frameworks relating to 
migration, offering different perspectives on processes 
of security,[67][68] citizenship,[69] and international relations.[70] The political importance 
of diasporas has also become in the 21st century a growing field of interest, as scholars 
examine questions of diaspora activism,[71] state-diaspora relations,[72] out-of-
country voting processes,[73] and states' soft power strategies.[74] In this field, the majority 
of work has focused on immigration politics, viewing migration from the perspective of 
the country of destination.[75] With regard to emigration processes, political scientists 
have expanded on Albert Hirschman's framework on '"voice" vs. "exit" to discuss how 
emigration affects the politics within countries of origin.[76][77] 

Historical theories 
]Ravenstein 

Certain laws of social science have been proposed to describe human migration. The 
following was a standard list after Ernst Georg Ravenstein's proposal in the 1880s: 

1. every migration flow generates a return or counter migration. 



2. the majority of migrants move a short distance. 
3. migrants who move longer distances tend to choose big-city destinations. 
4. urban residents are often less migratory than inhabitants of rural areas. 
5. families are less likely to make international moves than young adults. 
6. most migrants are adults. 
7. large towns grow by migration rather than natural increase. 
8. migration stage by stage (step migration). 
9. urban, rural difference. 
10. migration and technology. 
11. economic condition. 

Push and Pull 

Demographer Everett S. Lee's model divides factors causing migrations into two groups 
of factors: push and pull. Push factors are things that are unfavourable about the home 
area that one lives in, and pull factors are things that attract one to another host 
area.[78][79] 

Push factors: 

 Not enough jobs 
 Few opportunities 
 Conscription (draft young men into army) 
 Famine or drought 
 Political fear of persecution 
 Poor medical care 
 Loss of wealth 
 Natural disasters 

Pull factors: 

 Job opportunities 
 Better living conditions 
 The feeling of having more political or religious freedom 
 Enjoyment 
 Education 
 Better medical care 
 Attractive climates 
 Security 
 Family links 
 Industry 
 Better chances of marrying 

Climate cycles 

The modern field of climate history suggests that the successive waves of Eurasian 
nomadic movement throughout history have had their origins in climatic cycles, which 
have expanded or contracted pastureland in Central Asia, especially Mongolia and to its 
west the Altai Mountains. People were displaced from their home ground by other tribes 



trying to find land that essential flocks could graze, each group pushing the next further 
to the south and west, into the highlands of Anatolia, the Pannonian Plain, 
into Mesopotamia, or southwards, into the rich pastures of China. Bogumil Terminski 
uses the term "migratory domino effect" to describe this process in the context of Sea 
People invasion.[80] 

Food, sex, and security 
[edit] 
The theory is that migration occurs because individuals search for food, sex and 
security outside their usual habitation; Idyorough (2008) believes that towns and cities 
are a creation of the human struggle to obtain food, sex and security. To produce food, 
security and reproduction, human beings must, out of necessity, move out of their usual 
habitation and enter into indispensable social relationships that are cooperative or 
antagonistic. Human beings also develop the tools and equipment to interact with 
nature to produce the desired food and security. The improved relationship (cooperative 
relationships) among human beings and improved technology further conditioned by the 
push and pull factors all interact together to cause or bring about migration and higher 
concentration of individuals into towns and cities. The higher the technology of 
production of food and security and the higher the cooperative relationship among 
human beings in the production of food and security and the reproduction of the human 
species, the higher would be the push and pull factors in the migration and 
concentration of human beings in towns and cities. Countryside, towns and cities do not 
just exist, but they do so to meet the basic human needs of food, security and the 
reproduction of the human species. Therefore, migration occurs because individuals 
search for food, sex and security outside their usual habitation. Social services in the 
towns and cities are provided to meet these basic needs for human survival and 
pleasure.[81] 

Other models 

 the friction of distance 
 Radiation law for human mobility 
 Buffer theory 
 Stouffer's theory of intervening opportunities (1940) 
 Zelinsky's Mobility Transition Model (1971) 
 Bauder's regulation of labour markets (2006): "suggests that the international 

migration of workers is necessary for the survival of industrialised economies...[It] 
turns the conventional view of international migration on its head: it investigates how 
migration regulates labour markets, rather than labour markets shaping migration 
flows."[82] 

Migration governance 
By their very nature, international migration and displacement are transnational issues 
concerning the origin and destination States and States through which migrants may 
travel (often referred to as "transit" States) or in which they are hosted following 



displacement across national borders. And yet, somewhat paradoxically, the majority of 
migration governance has historically remained with individual states. Their policies and 
regulations on migration are typically made at the national level.[83] For the most part, 
migration governance has been closely associated with State sovereignty. States retain 
the power of deciding on the entry and stay of non-nationals because migration directly 
affects some of the defining elements of a State.[84] Comparative surveys reveal varying 
degrees of openness to migrants across countries, considering policies such as visa 
availability, employment prerequisites, and paths to residency.[85] 

Bilateral and multilateral arrangements are features of migration governance at an 
international level. There are several global arrangements in the form of international 
treaties in which States have reached an agreement on the application of human rights 
and the related responsibilities of States in specific areas. The 1966 International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the 1951 Convention Relating to the Status 
of Refugees (Refugee Convention) are two significant examples notable for being 
widely ratified. Other migration conventions have not been so broadly accepted, such as 
the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and 
Members of Their Families, which still has no traditional countries of destination among 
its States parties. Beyond this, there have been numerous multilateral and global 
initiatives, dialogues and processes on migration over several decades. The Global 
Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration (Global Compact for Migration) is 
another milestone, as the first internationally negotiated statement of objectives for 
migration governance striking a balance between migrants' rights and the principle of 
States' sovereignty over their territory. Although it is not legally binding, the Global 
Compact for Migration was adopted by consensus in December 2018 at a United 
Nations conference in which more than 150 United Nations Member States participated 
and, later that same month, in the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA), by a vote 
among the Member States of 152 to 5 (with 12 abstentions).[86] 

Migration programs 

Colonialism and colonization opens up distant territories and their people to migration, 
having dominated what is identified as modern migration. Colonialism globalized 
systems of migration and established ties effective until today.[87] 

While classic modern colonialism relied on the subjugation and rule of local indigenous 
peoples by small groups of conquering metropolitan people, soon forced migration, 
through slavery or indentured servitude supplanted the subjugated local indigenous 
peoples. Settler colonialism later continued or established the rule of the colonizers 
through migration, particularly settlement. Settler colonies relied on the attraction 
of metropolitan migrants with the promise of settlement and increasingly 
outnumbering, displacing or killing indigenous peoples. 

Only in the late stage of colonialism migration flows oriented towards the metropole 
instead of out or outside of it. After decolonization migration ties between former 
colonies to former metropoles have been continuing. Todays independent countries 
have developed selective or targeted foreign worker policies or programs, with the aim 



of boosting economies with skilled or relatively cheap new local labour, while 
discrimination and exploitation are often fed by ethnic nationalist opposition to such 
policies.[88] 


